CBEAMING

2-STAGE INTERNAL CALL FOR
PROPOSALS
Introduction

BEAMING aims to raise excellence by enhancing innovation and knowledge
valorisation within the bioeconomy domain through cooperation between
higher education institutions, with a particular focus on Widening countries
in Central-Eastern and South-Eastern European EU Member States and the
Western Balkans.

The idea behind this internal 2-stage competition of proposals on
collaborative, interdisciplinary research projects is to encourage
collaboration and foster innovation processes towards the bioeconomy
between higher education institutions, industry, government and civil
society within these Widening countries.

Topics of interest

Proposals are welcome across the full range of the bioeconomy stimulating
innovative and inclusive sustainability transition. CoP! teams are
encouraged to stick to topics that reflect current challenges, opportunities,
or gaps derived from the project outcomes (e.g. T.5.1) referring to the 4
BEAMING-pillars (Bioeconomy Research, Open Science, Knowledge
Valorisation, Innovation Culture). Cross-sector, collaborative,
interdisciplinary, and innovative proposals that strengthen the most
important bioeconomy topics across widening countries are particularly
welcome.

1 CoP = Communities of Practice (international network of stakeholders: industries, SMEs, researcher,
policymaker, civil society)
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Eligibility criteria

To participate in this internal 2-stage competition of proposals, teams must
include at least 3 CoP members (already confirmed within previous project
steps) of the project with different roles (HEI, Industry, SME, Policy, NGO).
Members can join more than one team.

Applicants must follow the timeline; late submissions may not be
considered.

Submission guidelines

Applicants must provide the following information (in English):

e Project Title

e Team:
names and the respective organisational affiliation & relevance
(role: HEI, Industry, SME, Policy, NGO), country. Each team must
appoint a team lead (prospective project lead partner)

e Summary (max. 200 words)

e Objectives (max. 150 words)
Brief description of the objectives of the proposed work. How do
they pertain to the Bioeconomy?

e Project Work plan (max. 1.200 words)
Detailed description of the planned activities and outputs

e Expected outcomes & impacts (max. 150 words)
What change do you expect to see after successful dissemination of
project results to the target groups? What are the expected long-
lasting effects of the project?

e Target groups (max. 150 words)
Who will use or further up-take the outcomes? Who will benefit
from the results of the project?
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A Word-template for the proposal is provided in the Annex.

The applications must be submitted to info@beamingproject.eu. The file
name of the submission shall be the project title.

The deadline for submission of the 1° Stage-Application is 30.09.2026.

All entries received before this submission deadline will be evaluated by an
expert panel according to the selection criteria.

Timeline

The following is an indicative timeline for the 2-Stage application process,
the selection process and additional processes.

Table 1 - Timeline

Steps Date

Call for applications published 30" June 2026

1%t Stage-Application deadline 30" September 2026
Notification of selection 18™ December 2026

2"d Stage: 3-day Proposal Development May 2027
Workshop

2" Stage-Application deadline 30" June 2027

Up to 5 Teams will be selected from the 1 Stage of Application according
to the selection criteria and invited to the 2"¢ Stage of the call to a 3-day
Proposal Development Workshop (organized by BME) to develop their
project outlines into full project proposals. The workshop will be designed
to encourage collaboration and foster creativity, with a focus on developing
plans for collaborative research projects. Experienced mentors will provide
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guidance and support. Pitch sessions will be held on the last day of the
workshop for the teams to present their proposals. Further guidance will be
provided by mentors to identify funding opportunities.

Selection criteria

Table 2 — Selection criteria

Criteria Description %
Quality & Merit e Compliance with the submission 15%
criteria

e Clarity, structure and
comprehensibility of the proposal

Relevance & e Relevance to project topics of interest | 20%
Alignment e Alignment with achieving collaboration

and innovation in the bioeconomy

practice
Outcomes & e Contribution to the bioeconomy 25%
Impacts transition in terms of integrative

sustainability: How are the three
pillars of sustainability (ecological,
societal, economic) addressed and
achieved?

e Credibility of the pathways to achieve
the expected outcomes and impacts

Diverse & e Diverse stakeholder and partner 25%
Inclusive selection in accordance with the
Innovation guadruple helix framework

e Diversity (disciplinary, geographical,
gender, etc.) of the team and actors
who would benefit from the outcomes

e |nnovative themes and proposals for
the bioeconomy in widening countries

Open Science « Alignment with Open Science 15%

practices, particularly with Open

Access publishing
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In case of uncertainties, please contact:

Elisabeth Gerhardt (Elisabeth.gerhardt@boku.ac.at)

Bernhard Kastner (Bernhard.kastner@boku.ac.at)
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